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i/fciatesij -jUsiJM  Ay&i&ai-Jr::.  i-. . 


I,  Takaohl,  Yamazaki,  hereby  certify  that  I  am 
officially  connected  with  the  Japanese  Government  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  capacity!  Secretariat,  House  of  Representatives,  and 
that  as  such  official  I  have  custody  of  the  document  hereto 
attached  consisting  of  1  page,  dated  Ee b.  17,  1943,  and  de¬ 
scribed  us  ofel'ieire:  KIMUEA's  explanation  to  Diet  of  i'er  Prisoner 
Punishment  Act  (Reasons  for  Amendment  of  Act). 

I  further  certify  that  the  attached  record  and  document  is  an 
official  document  of  the  Japanese  Government,  and  that  it  is 
part  of  the  official  archives  and  files  of  the  following  named 
ministry  or  depart  cent  (soecifying  alor.  the  file  number  or 
cita.tion,  if  any,  or  any  other  official  designation  of  the 
regular  location  of  the  document  in  the  archives  or  files): 

House  of  Representatives. 


Signed  at  Tokyo  on  this 
2nd  day  of  October,  1546. 

Witness :  /e /  K.  Ilcawa 


/n /  Takashl  Yamazakl _ 

Signature  of  Official 

SEAL 

Secretariat.  House  of  ReTesentatlvea 
Official  Capacity 


Statement  of  Official  Procurement 

I,  Richard  H.  Larsh  ,  hereby  cortif.v  that  I  am 
associated  with  the  General  Headquarters  of  the  Supreme  Commander 
for  the  Allied  Powers,  and  that  the  above  certification  wes  ob¬ 
tained  by  me  from  the  above  signed  official  of  the  Japanese 
Government  in  the  conduct  of  ny  official  business. 


Signed  at  Tokyo  on  this 
2nd  day  of  October,  1S4S. 

Witness!  /e /  T/4  Tekio  Toguchl 


/s/  Richard  H.  Loren 

SAME 


Investigator .  IPS 
Official  Capacity 
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men  tie  ts-'p.l'.j,  du:t  picczsdeigs 

OF  TZSfam  J  7,  IW3 

ccMcrrrrr;»  t:.?.  biuat  0/  ifvitvo?!  cf  a  part  of 
MaUTARY  SERVXG3  U7<  A’TI  T 


KEiURA,  llyotaro,  Government  Committees  - 

I  should  li.ee  to  explain  the  reason  of  the  proposal  of  the  draft  of 
revised  law  concerning  ‘Tor  r ris.-aers  UMlshmrnt  /ct,’ being  the  Act  Mo,  38  of 
190^.  .Ihcn  a  pristine.'  comm,  tied  •>.  e* JL.ro  o, gainst  the  criminal  lav?  or  other 
laws  and  ordinances  in  tan  Japanese  hoMCland,  in  the  occupied  area  of  the 
Japanese  forces  cr  in  the  stationed  area  of  the  same ,  the  lev.p  and  ordinances 
concerned  may  to  ap  ri.lad  to  hi  a  rosy  actively,  sc  xhe  !7?.r  Prisoners  Punishment 
Act  may  be  said  to  be  complete  from  the  point  cf  view  of  ms  ijitcnar-.ce  of  peace 
end  order  in  general  or  preservation  of  security  of  military  forces;  but  if 
we  ooserve  this  frou  the  standpoint  of  the  special  ntendirg  as  prisoners 
and  also  special  necessity  of  f.'cj.r  control  and  sujvcvioicn,  it  leaves  much 
to  be  desired.  During  tho  Huss  o-fs  por.es  e  War,  c  38ian  prisoners  showed 
disobedience  by  resisting  the  ,  or  by  oscaplnj  in  a  large  number, 

or  behaving  violently  or  beating  v.K-  miv.be  an  of  the  V!J\l  camp,  ar.d  the  Govern¬ 
ment  authorities  regretted  it  from  the  standpoint  of  control  and  finally  an 
urgent  Imperial  Ordinance  Nc.  .125  of  .1 901  was  promulgated  and  in  the  following 
year,  1905,  War  Prisoners  Punishment  Act  was  enacted  as  tho  !a\y  No,  39  of  1905. 
This  is  the  lav;  actually  in  force.  Tnis  v;o3,  however,  enacted  under  the  old 
punishment  system  before  the  enactment  of  the  penal  lav;  actually  in  force,  and 
consequently  the  items  of  nun  is  ament,  tho  name  of  punishment,  the  term  of 
imprisonment,  and  other  rules  in  general  are  inadequate.  On  the  other  hand, 
since  the  outbreak  of  the  Greater  East  Asia  \7c.r,  ths  number  of  v;ar  prisoners 
seized  by  the  Japanese  has  amounted  to  three  hundred  thousand  ana  their 
nationalities  and  qualities  are  vary  different  and  complicated,  and  until  to¬ 
day  a  large  number  of  them  frequently  escaped  and  showed  disobedience.  And 
in  the  case  of  supervision  of  war  prisoners,  it  i3  of  urgent  need  of  controlling 
so  as  to  be  able  to  intern  a  large  number  of  war  prisoners  in  safety  and 
tranquility  by  a  small  number  of  members  of  the  camp.  Therefore,  the  Govern¬ 
ment  expects  to  car-^y  out  the  super  /ini  on  and.  control  of  the  present  war 
prisoners  most  satisfactorily  by  adding  necessary  rules  to  the  l?ar  Prisoners 
Punishment  Act  actually  in  force  or  by  rearranging  it,  I  am,  herewith,  going 
to  e-tplain  tho  contents  of  the  draft  article  by  article. 

Article  I  is  the  regulation  which  olv.cidatss  tliat  the  object  of  applica¬ 
tion  of  tho  present  law  is  the  prisoner  of  war,  by  which  the  explanation  in 
each  article  was  omitted  that  tho  subject  of  offense  is  the  prisoner  of  war. 

Article  II  i3  the  regulation  of  punishment  of  riotous  action  of  the 
prisoner  of  war,  Tho  mass  assembling  and  riotous  action  of  prisoners  of  war 
may  be  said  most  disobedient  and  mast  be  avoided  from  who  standpoint  of  super¬ 
vision  and  control  of  tho  prisoner  of  war;  therefore, it  is  quite  necessary  to 
punish  tho  porootrators  with  a  reasonable  penalty  and  also  the  provisionary 
conspiracy  in  order  to  nip  the  evil  in  tho  cud. 
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Articles  TTI  and  17  ere  the  ref  lations  to  cor Urol  severely  the  conduct 
of  killing,  wounding,  violence  end  threats  against  tho  superintendent  of 
prisoners  of  war,  who  takes  charge  oi’  supervision,  guards  or  convoys  of 
prisonors  of  war.  It  is  needless  to  soy  that  it  is  necessary  to  tarn  all 
tho  prisoners  by  severely  perishing  these  who  will  carry  out  such  riotous 
action  against  tho  super intondont  cf  prisonors  of  v;ar,  especially  when  they 
venturo  to  resist  by  conspiring  together.  And  as  for  the  murder  of  tho 
superintendent  of  prisonors  of  v:n r.  the  provisional  plot  snail  also  bo 
punished.  Although  regulations  for  violence  are  enacted  in  the  la’?  actually 
in  force,  in  this  draft  it  is  projected  to  enlarge  tho  scope  of  the  penalty 
and  to  leave  tho  roc.n  to  take  proper  steps  to  deal  either  leniently  or 
severely  with  the  concrete  examples. 


Article  V  is  the  rearrangement  of  the  ref  illations  actually  in  force 
which  aims  to  control  those  who  oppose  cr  disobey  tho  order  of  the  superin' 
tondent  of  the  prisoners  of  war  and.  its  rist.  is  the  sane  as  explained  in 

Articles  III  and  IV, 


Article  VI  is  a  reflation  to  control  tho  conduct  of  insult  for  the 
superintend ent  of  tho  orieonerc  of  war.  Such  conduct  docs  not  only  impair 
the  dignity  of  the  sufferer,  but  also  is  tho  expression  of  a  spirit  of  in¬ 
subordination;  therefore,  we  cannot  neglect  it  from  tho  standpoint  of  control 
as  disobedient  conduct.  According  to  tho  former  experience  of  the  internment 
of  prisoners  of  war.  there  were  some  who  acted  as  explained  just  now,  xor  whom 
tho  regulation  of  insult  crime  of  tho  penal  law  is  incomplete. 

Articlo  VII  is  a  regulation  of  punishment  of  those  who  escape  by  con¬ 
spiring  together  and  is  nothing  other  than  tho  rearrangement  of  tho  regulation 
actually  in  force.. 

Article  VIII  is  a  regulation  cf  punishment  of  unconsummated  crimes  of 
violence  and  threat  of  mass  assembly,  murder,  wounding,  violence,  threat  to  the 
superintendent  of  prisoners  of  war  end  the  attempted  escape  by  conspiring 

together, 

Articlo  E  and  Article  X  ore  tho  regulations  for  the  punishment  of  tho 
violation  of  word  of  honor  and  is  nothing  other  then  the  rearrangement  of  tho 
regulations  actually  in  force.  Among  various  kinds  of  oaths,  the  so-called 
release  by  oath  is  strictest  in  its  character,  so  specially  a  regulation  is 
enacted  for  it  and  heavy  penalty  is  to  bo  imposod;  the  oath  not  to  escape  is 
nc-rt  to  this.  And  fur  ther  as  ior  ether  oaths,  regulations  are  to  be  re¬ 
arranged  to  punish  violation  according  to  tho  degree  of  importance  respectively. 

Article  XI  is  to  punish  the  action  of  conspiring  together.  That  is  to 
OQv  to  c01Spi^c  together  with  tho  aim  of  disobedience  is  a  violation  of 
nocativo  rcn-istance'and  will  be  a  hotbed  of  riotous  and  Insubordinate  action; 
therefore  its  control  cannot  bo  neglected..  This  regulation  may  be  quito 
essential*  for  preventing  riotous  accion  as  v/oll  as  for  the  maintenance  of 

discipline. 
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Article  XT!  j  r-  a  regulation  not  to  aptly  the  penalty  regulation  of 
escape  by  conspiring  c-.-^ther  viola  ctd  v*efore  to  those  prisoners  ::ho  bed 
escaped  and  reached  theii’  own  troops  or  ere  seised  as  prisoners  of  war  again 
after  leaving  left  the  area  occupied  by  the  Japanese  forces  and  this  is  a  re¬ 
arrangement  of  the  rog.il&iion  actually  in  force. 

Furthermore,  dr  Article  VIT  of  the  lev:  actually  In  force,  a  regulation 
is  drawn  up  concerning  the  trial  of  the  crime  of  prisoners  of  war;  but  an 
consequence  of  reg,tlc.-'  j  oos  from  up  with  the  rare  gist  in  both  the  cv.y  court- 
martial  lav:  and  thn  navy  cc-.&l ..1  lav:  ci.cc v-i  after  the  enactment  oa  the 
lav:  actually  in  force,  it  became  unnecessory  and  it  has  been  omitted  in  tnis 
case. 
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